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ESSENTIAL CIVIL WAR CURRICULUM

David J. Gerleman (Southern Illinois University at Carbondale) is a nineteenth century
historian focusing on the American Civil War and Abraham Lincoln. He has served on
the faculty of George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia, since 2002 and in 2024 was
appointed as a Visiting Fulbright Professor at Hungary’s University of Debrecen.
Gerleman worked for a decade as an assistant editor for The Papers of Abraham Lincoln
and has additionally contributed to The Papers of Ulysses S. Grant, The Correspondence
of Zachary Taylor and Millard Fillmore, and The Papers of Jefferson Davis. He is a
member of the Board of Directors of the Abraham Lincoln Institute and holds post-
doctoral fellowships from the U.S. Military Historical Institute, the Center for Civil War
Studies at Virginia Polytechnic University, the Gilder-Lehrman Institute of American
History as well as the National Sporting Library, and the Kentucky, Virginia, and
Massachusetts Historical Societies. He resides in Alexandria, Virginia.
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